NAFI Automated Interfaces – Candidate Perspective

Overview

Interfaces eliminates need to manually create Contracts & Documents, and Upload files

Automatically imports certain files

Creates Contract & Document indices

Uploads and associates files

Facilitated by two types of files – Index Files and Attachment Files

Index Files: Comma delimited format, contains data needed to create Contract and Document indices

Attachment Files: most often the actual contract document, may also be files supporting the contract document (i.e. Section J Attachments)

Interface Components have been written to support four index file formats, including SPS .IDX files.

Interfaces includes NAFI conversion functionality:

.PS to .PDF

.DOC to .PDF

All other files remain in native format

Daily Interface Process

Activities use File Transfer Protocol (FTP) to transmit files to NAFI 

FTP throughout the day, or once per day

Send index file and associated attachment file on same day

No duplicates should be sent

NAFI processes files at 2100 EST

Contract Documents and Files immediately available for retrieval (after processing)

Indices available to DCMC same night 

Indices for certified sites sent to DISA EDA next upload

Transaction Log e-mailed same night to Activity Leads

To receive logs, user must register as Activity Lead for Issue DoDAAC

Logs sent only for Issue DoDAACs with Interface activity that night

Logs confirm indices that have been successfully processed

Logs describe all errors, and identify any offending index

Candidacy Process

Contact NAFI Support

NAFI Support explains high level process 

NAFI Support e-mails NAFI Interfaces Candidate Data Sheet

Return start-up materials

Complete Data Sheet and return electronically to NAFI Support

Provide 10 “live” indices and matching attachment files

Initial Integration Test (2 Days)

Sample files processed by Interfaces in a manual test environment

Results analyzed, errors reviewed and preventive measures discussed with NAFI Team

Preparation for Live Beta Test (1 Day)

NAFI Interface FTP Account Profile sent to candidate

Candidate sets up FTP profile using tool of their choice

Candidate sets up internal FTP process

can be manual or automated

Candidate ensures they can access the NAFI test FTP site

Live Beta Test (1-2 Day Estimate)

Live Beta test process should mimic candidate’s proposed internal process for Production

FTP Actual “live” files to NAFI test site

NAFI processes in test environment

Results analyzed, errors reviewed and preventive measures discussed with NAFI Team

Release To Production

Joint decision by NAFI Team and Candidate to move forward.  Candidate should:

Have internal FTP process in place to consistently access and send interface files

Be comfortable with Interface process, cause and effects

